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Amendment Discernment Process 

General Presbyter John Molina-Moore facilitated a pre-
presbytery discussion at 3:00 p.m. in Stone Hall.  
 
(VIDEO Summary – HERE.)  
 
All members of the NCP community were invited to 
participate. These proposed amendments were 
approved by the General Assembly last summer and are 
now among the thirteen items sent out to the 
presbyteries of the PCUSA for their consideration.  

  
The Stated Clerk provided a brief presentation on the amendments: 24-A would add sexual orientation 
and gender identity to a list expressing the diversity of those united in Christ through baptism in F-
1.0403. 24-C would amend the language of G-2.0401b, which addresses the examination of church 
officers, to require that the examination cover “the Historic Principles of Church Order (F-3.01), and … 
the principles of participation and representation found in F-1.0403.” Currently, the Book of Order 
requires only that the examination address the requirements expressed in the constitutional questions 
asked of candidates at ordination and installation (W-4.0404).  
  
The Stated Clerk noted that the affirmative votes of a majority of presbyteries would be required, in 
order for the amendments to be incorporated into the next edition of the Book of Order. Should this 
happen, he advised, it would be necessary for NCP’s Commission on Ministry to revise the set of 
questions in its examination policy that all candidates for ordination and membership are asked, in order 
to address the new requirements.  
  
The General Presbyter invited participants to spend some time in groups discussing their fears or 
excitement around these proposed amendments, as well as their hopes for how NCP should implement 
them, if they are adopted. At the end of this time, the groups summarized their discussions.  
  
Based on the discussion on September 24, the Leadership Council has decided to provide for an 
extended period of discernment before a vote by the presbytery on 24-A and 24-C, including the 
following:  
 

 9/24/24 3:00 pm at National 
PC 

In-person conversation to discuss 
Amendment 24-A and 24-C 

 10/19/24 1:30 pm at 
Gaithersburg PC 

In-person conversation to discuss 
Amendments with OGA’s Stated Clerk, Rev. 
Jihyun Oh. 

 11/18/24 7:00 pm via Zoom Action Item Dialogue - Zoom opportunity to 
discuss Amendments  

 12/10/24 12:30 pm at 
Fairlington PC 

In-person (hybrid) meeting for prayer over the 
presbytery’s discernment 

 1/23/25 (THURS) 5:00 pm at National 
PC 

Opportunity for small group discussion prior 
to the meeting and formal debate and vote 
on Amendments 

https://youtu.be/WAuflzkR5QU
https://youtu.be/WAuflzkR5QU
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MISSIONAL 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

IMMERSION 
Wed, January 29, 4:00 PM - Fri, Jan 31, 11:00 AM 

Riverside PC/ Ridgetop Coffee and Tea, Sterling, VA 

This is deep dive into repurposing your facility for mission, hosted 

by the Missional Incubator of the National Capital Presbytery and 

Fresh Expressions US. 

What if the best way to connect with people in a diverse and rapidly changing world is 

not with another church program or better preaching? 

Churches just like yours are opening missional businesses, such as workout studios, 

produce markets, surf shops, indoor play areas, ice cream fountains, game cafes, coffee 

shops, and more-not just as income-producing businesses, but also to connect and 

build meaningful relationships in an increasingly disconnected world. 

Churches just like yours are repurposing their properties to leverage them, not just for 

monetization, but also for greater mission impact with a vision for new forms of faith 

community to emerge. From tiny-home villages to art studios, to day care centers, to 

nonprofit hubs, and more ... your church can shift from a one-day-a-week gathering 

place for a few church members to a hub of relational connections and new faith 

communities. 

Join us for an immersion experience at Riverside Presbyterian Church. Enjoy coffee and 

conversation in their coffee shop, Ridgetop Coffee and Tea, and experience for yourself 

what can happen when a facility becomes a community hub. Learn from leaders who 

have navigated this shift in their own congregations, and dive into deep discussions 

with peers who are captivated by this possibility. Take advantage of breakout sessions 

around the practicalities of this entrepreneurial approach to ministry. Explore Biblical 

foundations for the mission and engage in whole-hearted worship to reconnect with 

God's purpose for your life, your leadership, and your church. 

Details: Cost: $225 until Jan 6 (price increase to $250). For the first 40 members of the 

National Capital Presbytery that register the cost is $115 if you use the code 

"Missionalincubator" when you enroll from the registration page 

httP-,s://www.eventbrite.com/e/missional-entreP-,reneurshiR-immersion-tickets-

962039936347 

For those who would like to stay overnight, there is a special hotel rate at the Hyatt 

Place Dulles South, 4994 Westone Plaza, Chantilly, VA 20151, ph. (703} 961 - 8160 of $119 

per night plus taxes. Price expires 12/31/24 Click HERE to make a reservation 

https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/IADZS/G-FRES?src=envision_email_grpreserv_ENG_20240724_GroupBooking_TC000000170A000010937ENG_G-_618149
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/missional-entrepreneurship-immersion-tickets-962039936347


NOVEMBER 22-24, 2024 

Massanetta Springs 

This pay-what-you're-able retreat 

for high school students and their leaders, 

centered on worship, leadership development, 

and small group discussion 

while learning about PC(USA)'s Matthew 25 vision. 

The 2024 conference will focus on the theme of 

dismantling structural racism. 

For more information - Click HERE 

Group registration closes October 4, 2024 

Questions? Contact Colleen Earp 

540-434-3829 - colleen@massanettasP-rings.org

Contact NCP's Tara Spuhler McCabe -

tsP-uhlermcca be@theP-resby.!erx.org 

AFTER your church has registered. 

https://massanettasprings.org/programs/keep-awake
mailto:colleen@massanettasprings.org
mailto:tspuhlermccabe@thepresbytery.org


WESTMINSTER PRESENTS

Westminster Presbyterian Church

2701 Cameron Mills Rd, Alexandria

wpc-alex.org

Kim André Arnesen
Westminster Choir & Orchestra
Dr. Benjamin Hutchens, conductor

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2024

11:00 A.M.

Requiem
for Solace

East Coast Premiere

https://wpc-alex.org/


Founder and Grammy award

winning viol inist

On the Koto (a Japanese

traditional stringed instrument)

International award-winning

Romanian cell ist

Keiko Tokunaga

Yoko Reikano Kimura

Mihai Marica

INTERWOVEN
TRIO

Conc er t s  fr om Kirkwood  

pr es en t s

Free Admission

Donations

Appreciated

Saturday, Nov. 16

at 3 pm

Kirkwood Presbyterian
8336 Carrleigh Parkway

Springfield,  VA 22152

The 

Interwoven Trio 

is a New York-based

intercultural group 

that celebrates 

and integrates 

traditional Asian

music and Western 

classical music.  



Ritorno a Musica

Saturday, November 23, 2024, 3:00 pm
 Bush Hill Presbyterian Church

4916 Franconia Road, Alexandria, VA

String Chamber Orchestra
Ruth Erbe, Music Director

Food donations welcome! Canned and non-perish-
able goods collected at this concert will be donated 
to Koinonia, serving those in need in the Franconia, 
Kingstowne, and Rose Hill communities.

ritornoamusica.org

FREE - family friendly, orchestral chamber concert featuring works by 
Hubert Parry, Gustav Holst, Gabriel Pierne, Tara Islas, and Kent Baker.



Taizé Prayer Service
First Wednesdays at 7 PM

Fairlington United Methodist Church Chapel
3900 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22302

Hosted by Fairlington United Methodist, 
Fairlington Presbyterian and St. Clement Episcopal Churches.

Parking available in Fairlington UMC and Presbyterian lots.

Music, prayer, candlelight and silence in
the style of the Taizé Community

November 6 Prayer after the Election
December 4 Advent Prayer

January 1 Prayer to begin the New Year
February 5 Midwinter Prayer

March 5 Ash Wednesday





  
 

RSVP HERE: https://risingdayministries.com/events/ 
 

 

https://risingdayministries.com/events/


Leadership Retreat 
 

The Fellowship Community invites you to a church leadership retreat hosted by 
the northeast region. 

 

Our event will be led by John Chaffee focusing on "Made in the Good Image of 
our Creator." We will explore our identity in Christ and how it intersects with 
loneliness in leadership, imposter syndrome with pastors and other church 

leaders, and fatigue in ministry. 
 

This event is open to ALL church leaders - Pastors, Elders, Deacons, Church 
Staff, Committee Chairs, Laity, Volunteers, Anyone and Everyone! 

 

Thursday, January 30 - Friday, January 31 

Summit Grove Camp & Conference Center 

140 South Front St., New Freedom, PA 17349 (located on the PA/MD border) 

$215 single occupancy 

$175 double occupancy 

$150 triple occupancy 

$50 for Thursday or Friday only 
 

Discounts on full registration: 
$25 if registered by November 1 

$50 for leaders from churches with less than 75 members 

REGISTER BY NOV. 15TH 

https://summitgrovecamp.org/
https://fellowship.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/2d09540f-4bc9-4616-8b81-f29be5841837


John Chaffee is a spiritual director, author, and adjunct theology professor for Eastern Uni-

versity, Palmer Seminary, and the Prison Education Program. After 20+ years of church 

work, he shifted to writing books, supporting pastors behind the scenes, and hosting semi-

nars. He has written What’s Another Word for Parable?, Echoes in the Desert, The Wonder-

standing of Father Simeon, Breadcrumbs, and (coming soon) The Way of Holy Foolish-

ness. He emphasizes the Patristics, developmental theories, and emotionally healthy spirit-

uality in his work. He also does a free weekly newsletter, the 5 on Friday, 

at www.johnchaffee.com. 

 

The retreat planning team is excited to see you soon! 

Cynthia Betz-Bogoly, Matthew Pooley, Jason Tucker, and Robbie Ytterberg 

Email us: office@fellowship.community 



A candlelit trail winds through the woods,
transporting you back in time. Along your
journey, meet other travelers, shepherds,
kings, and angels. Immerse yourself in the
greatest story ever told…

More than “just another live nativity,” you’ll
experience musical performances, dramatic
re-enactments, and fellowship with others
while leisurely strolling a candlelit wooded
path. After your journey, warm up in Wise
Lodge with festive music and hearty
refreshments. 

Friday, Dec. 13 and
Saturday, Dec. 14

6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

3163 Parsleys Mill Rd
Mechanicsville, VA

A donation of $10 per
person to the Annual
Fund for Camp Hanover
is appreciated

LEARN MORE AT

camphanover.org/hanover-christmas

ChristmasChristmasHanoverHanover  

This event is suitable for all
ages and physical abilities.
Visitors with mobility issues
can request transportation
around the event via golf
cart.



Bonfires Gaga

camphanover.org/
winter-camp

WinterWinter
CampCamp
December 28-30 

Open to
campers in
grades 5-12

LEARN MORE AT

Time with friends

Archery

Cookouts

High ropes

Nature hikes

Crafts
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