
Dear Commissioners—Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

As we approach our upcoming meeting of National Capital Presbytery on March 26, I want to 
draw your attention to a couple of important aspects of the meeting.  

Our worship this month will be led by members of our presbytery’s Earth Care Congregations 
Network, as we consider our responsibility to be stewards of God’s good creation. For more 
info about the Earth Care Team, check out their page on the National Capital Presbytery 
website:  http://www.nationalcapitalmission.org/earth-care-network-1 

Our preacher will be Rev. Dr. Patricia Tull, an Old Testament scholar who has reflected biblically 
and theologically on environmental issues. She is the author of Inhabiting Eden: Christians, the 
Bible, and the Ecological Crisis (Westminster John Knox, 2013) as well as other books on biblical 
interpretation. She teaches, preaches, and leads workshops nationally on faith dimensions of 
creation care, and works with congregations seeking practical, effective ways to address climate 
change. An ordained Presbyterian minister with degrees from the University of Texas, Austin 
Seminary, and Emory University, she is A. B. Rhodes Professor Emerita of Hebrew Bible at 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. Practicing what she preaches and writes about, 
Tricia has implemented the adoption of two arrays of solar panels at First Presbyterian Church 
in Jeffersonville, IN (just across the river from Louisville) and has worked with other 
congregations in Indiana to install panels. Currently, she and her spouse Don Summerfield are 
building a net-zero energy homestead in Henryville, IN. They have six kids, four in-laws, and 
four young grandchildren. 

The main business before us this month is consideration of four constitutional amendments 
proposed by the 223rd General Assembly. You can download a PDF of the Proposed 
Amendments at: 
http://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/proposed_amendments_to_the_co
nstitution2018_121018.pdf. In your packet you will see that the Bills and Overtures committee 
is recommending disapproval on three of the four proposed amendments. A summary of 
their rationale is contained in the packet; I urge you to read it. If you have any questions about 
the amendments and/or the committee’s recommendation, you will be able to learn more 
during the Open Space. This is only one of several Open Space options; more information can 
be found on the Presbytery website Open Space Topics page 
(https://www.thepresbytery.org/presbytery-meeting/open-space-topics).   

We will also vote on two recommendation that allow Prince George’s Community Church to 
relocate to the property and physical assets of the former Unity Presbyterian Church in Temple 
Hills, MD. This is an exciting missional move for this congregation. Please read carefully the 
background material provided; we will hear further detail when this item is presented on the 
floor 

Finally, a word about food. We have arranged with our catering company to provide both sweet 
and savory appetizers prior to the beginning of the meeting at no cost to commissioners. While 
this will not constitute a full meal, it will provide something to supplement whatever 
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arrangements you make for dinner (early, late or bring food with you; there are several eating 
establishments on Wisconsin Avenue in Tenleytown).  

I look forward to seeing you March 26! 

In Christ’s service and yours, 

Quinn Fox 
Moderator 
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Registration for Meeting 

CALL TO THE STATED MEETING 

National Capital Presbytery Tuesday March 26, 2019 @ 6:00pm 

National Presbyterian Church, Washington DC 

Open Space 4:00 – 5:15pm 

Reception 5:15 – 6pm 

Stated Meeting Items: 

• Earth Care and guest preacher Rev. Dr. Patricia Tull
• Amendments to the Book of Order
• Plan for Prince George’s Community PC
• Mission Video on Coaching

Registration Instructions 

1) Use link below to complete your meeting registration

2) Member clergy: to be excused, use registration link below

3) Questions, send email to: scoe@thepresbytery.org or jmoody@thepresbytery.org

Registration link: http://www.thepresbytery.org/presbytery-meeting

*******Reminders****** 

Please print and bring this packet with you – paper copies will not be available at the 

meeting. 

A table of sweet and savory treats will be open to all from 5:00 until 6:30.  
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Directions to Meeting 

NATIONAL PC 

 4101 Nebraska Avenue 

NW Washington, D. C. 20016 202/537-0800 

FROM THE BELTWAY FROM THE EAST: Take I-495 to exit #33 south, Route #185 

south (Connecticut Avenue). Continue on Connecticut Avenue across the District line at Chevy 

Chase Circle to Nebraska Avenue. Turn right on Nebraska Avenue and go through Tenley Circle 

(at Wisconsin Avenue). Continue on Nebraska Avenue to next traffic light (Van Ness Street). 

Turn left on Van Ness Street to parking lot entrance on your right. 

FROM THE BELTWAY FROM THE WEST: Take I-495 to exit #39 east, Route #190 east 

(River Road). Continue on River Road to its end at Wisconsin Avenue. Turn right on Wisconsin 

Avenue to Tenley Circle. Turn right on Nebraska Avenue and go to next traffic light (Van Ness 

Street). Turn left on Van Ness Street to parking lot entrance on your right. 

FROM CHAIN BRIDGE: Cross Chain Bridge into D.C. Turn right on Canal Road at the end of 

Chain Bridge. Turn left on Arizona Avenue (this is the first left after the bridge). Continue on 

Arizona Avenue to its end at Loughboro Road. Turn right on Loughboro Road which becomes 

Nebraska Avenue Continue on Nebraska Avenue past American University, through Ward Circle 

to church entrance on your right just after entrance to NBC. Continue past the church to parking 

in the rear. 

FROM METRO: Take the Red Line to Tenleytown. Take the West exit onto Wisconsin 

Avenue Exit metro, turn right and walk south. At Tenley Circle turn right on Nebraska Avenue. 

Continue on Nebraska Avenue past Van Ness Street. Church is on your left in the block past Van 

Ness Street. 

4



Stated Meeting of the National Capital Presbytery 

March 26, 2019 

The National Presbyterian Church, Washington DC 

6:00PM CALL TO ORDER WITH PRAYER Rev. Dr. Quinn Fox Moderator 

6:10PM CALL TO WORSHIP   Elder Susan Berry 

Leader: Consider the sun, the moon, and the stars. 

All: God’s power is on display in the heavens. 
Leader: Look at the wildflowers in the fields. 

All: They reflect the beautiful, creative heart of God. 
Leader: Pay attention to the sparrows. 

All: God cares for the smallest creatures. 
Leader: Listen to the sounds of the wind and the surf. 

All: All of nature sings God’s praises. 

ANTHEM Spirit of Life-- Carolyn McDade      NCP Choir    

CALL TO CONFESSION  Elder Alison Bennett 
In confession, we tell the truth about ourselves to the God who created us and already knows the 
truth about us. In confession, we trust our loving Creator to forgive us once again. 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 
Lord, we have sinned, and have harmed our relationship 

 with you, with each other, and with your good creation. 
We selfishly hoard resources 

 that you intend for us to share. 
We trample across your land 

 and claim it as our own. 
We take what we want 

 with little regard for what others need. 
Lord, forgive us. 

 Teach us to value the natural world as your good creation, 
 and to care for it in ways that honor our Creator. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
We were created by a loving God; whose saving grace is greater than all our sin. In Jesus, the 
Christ, we are forgiven. 

HYMN   God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens #24  p.9-10
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6:25PM OMNIBUS MOTION  p. 12  Stated Clerk Sara Coe 

6:30PM TRANSITIONS  Rev. Karen Chamis 

6:45PM Amendments to Book of Order  p. 13-15, 17-38 Elder Bonnie Holcomb 

7:15PM Plan for Prince George’s Community PC  p. 15-16            Elder Charles Barber 

     Rev. Brian Clark 

7:30PM Mission Video       LaJuan Quander 

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST PREACHER    Elder David Kepley 

SCRIPTURE Psalm 19 

SERMON From the Cosmos to the Heart and Back Again            Rev. Dr.  Patricia Tull 

FISHBOWL COACHING Rev. LeAnn Hodges 

EARTH CARE STEWARDSHIP 

Instructions:  
1) On a neon index card write down a message, gleaned from the sermon, to take back and

share with your congregation.
2) On a white index card write down a message gleaned from the sermon, to share with all

the congregations in our presbytery.  Leave this message in the bowl at your table.  (The
white index cards will be collected and compiled into a slide show).

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE    Rev. Carrie Yearick 

Friends, as we journey through Lent in the weeks ahead, we come to the table with hearts ready 
to receive, for God’s gifts are now before us. 

As we come to the table, we seek new life where we are worn and tired. 

As we come to the table, we search for fresh expressions of love when we have turned hard 
hearted. 

As we come to the table, we come with open hearts ready to be transformed. 

As we come to the table, we ask for forgiveness where we have wounded others. 

As we come to the table, we are met with grace upon grace. 

Come, for this is the Lord’s table- all are invited to the feast! 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING (ending with the Lord’s Prayer) 

COMMUNION 

Breaking the Bread 

Sharing the Cup 

Tonight, communion will be served by intinction.  Please move to one of the communion stations 
near you.  Receive the bread, dip it into the cup, eat, and return to your seat.  

 All bread is gluten free. 

PRAYER 

WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD 

HYMN   God Bless Every Step--Ruth Cunningham p.11

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION Rev. Dr.  Patricia Tull 

Leading Meeting: 

Rev. Dr. Quinn Fox, Moderator 
Elder Sara Coe, NCP Stated Clerk 
Rev. Karen Chamis, NCP Director of Congregational Development and Mission 

LaJuan Quander, NCP Director of Communications 

Elder Miriam Dewhurst, Vice Moderator 

Elder Bonnie Holcomb, Bradley Hills PC 

Elder Charles Barber, Chair, Leadership Council 
Rev. Brian Clark 

Worship Leaders: 

Elder Susan Berry, Fairlington PC 

Elder Alison Bennett, Saint Mark PC 
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Elder David Kepley, Providence PC 
Rev. Dr. Patricia Tull 
Rev. Carrie Yearick 
Rev. LeAnn Hodges 

Communion Servers 

Rev. Carrie Yearick 
Rev. Rachel Landers Vaagenes 
Rev. Chris Chatelaine-Samsen 
Elder Matthew Knox, PC 
Elder Mikal Yemane, Knox PC 
Elder Ben Rivera, Fairlington PC 
Elder June Eakin, Warner Memorial PC 
Elder Mark Eakin, Warner Memorial PC 
Rev. Jean Brown 

Music:  Billy Kluttz, evening worship leader, Immanuel PC 

8



9



10



God Bless Every Step 
By Ruth Cunningham 

Part one: 
God bless every step that I am 
taking and bless the earth 
beneath my feet. 

Part two:  
God bless every step. God bless 
the earth. 
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OMNIBUS MOTION FOR THE MARCH 26, 2019 PRESBYTERY MEETING 

From the Stated Clerk 

• The Stated Clerk moves the approval of the minutes of the January 22, 2019 presbytery
meeting.

• The Stated Clerk moves that presbytery receive the report of the following commission
and dismiss the commission with thanks:

o The commission to ordain and install Katie Murchison Ross, as Associate Pastor
Grace Presbyterian Church, Springfield, VA, which ordination and installation
took place on January 6, 2019.

From the Nominating Committee 

The Nominating Committee moves and recommends to the presbytery the following to serve on 
the indicated commission or committee:  

• Administrative Commission on Congregational Property
Class of 2021:  Gerry Hopkins, MWS, HR
Class of 2022:  Susan Etherton, RE, Arlington

• Budget & Finance
Class of 2022:  Donald Humphries, RE, Northminster

• Leadership Council
Class of 2022:  Tara Spuhler McCabe, MWS

  David McClung, RE, Darnestown 
 Elsie Reid, RE, Potomac  

• Preparation for Ministry
Class of 2021:  Megan Klose
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ACTION ITEMS FOR THE MARCH 2019 PRESBYTERY MEETING 

From the Bills & Overtures Committee 

1. The Bills and Overtures Committee presents Amendment 18-B-1:  Renunciation of
Jurisdiction—On Amending G-2.0502

This amendment strikes language providing that whenever a former minister of Word and 
Sacrament has renounced jurisdiction in the midst of a disciplinary proceeding as the accused, 
that MWS shall not be permitted to perform any work in any congregation until the person 
rejoins the church, comes forward and resubmits to the disciplinary process.   

It adds language prohibiting congregations from employing, paid or volunteer, a former MWS 
who renounced jurisdiction in the midst of a disciplinary proceeding as the accused.  It provides 
that such persons can be restored only through application to the presbytery, in which case the 
provisions of D-10.0401d (no time limit for filing charges) and D-12.0200 (which applies to 
persons who have been censured by removal) shall apply.  The Bills and Overtures Committee 
recommends disapproval. * 

Those bringing this amendment suggest that it was not possible to follow the procedure in the 
language proposed to be stricken because the MWS was no longer a member.  However, the 
Advisory Committee on the Constitution says that the correct procedure was in a 1989 
authoritative interpretation that one who renounces jurisdiction and seeks to return to ministry 
should first come under the jurisdiction of the PCUSA as a member of a particular church and 
follow the preparation for ministry process.  The proposed language would not require 
membership in the church.  The proposed amendment also treats renunciation of jurisdiction and 
the censure of removal from ministry as if they were the same.  The Office of General Assembly 
and Advisory Committee on the Constitution recommended referral to the Task Force on the 
Rules of Discipline.∗ 

2. The Bills and Overtures Committee presents Amendment 18-B-2:  Renunciation of
Jurisdiction – On Amending D-10.0401d

Strikes language that if an MWS comes forward in self-accusation to undergo a disciplinary 
process to regain permission to perform work under the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church, 
there is no period of limitations on the filing of charges and adds language that if a former MWS 

∗ * While we are in favor of clarity regarding the possibility of clergy who have previously renounced 
jurisdiction while being accused in a disciplinary case, the language of these two proposed amendments 
18-B-1 and 18-B-2 lacks clarity and consistency, and in fact further clouds the issue. We agree with the 
advice given to the Assembly by the Advisory Committee on the Constitution—ACC— and the Office of 
General Assembly that this issue is best addressed by the Task Force for the revision of the Book of 
Discipline. We further hope that National Capital Presbytery will agree to instruct our Stated Clerk to 
correspond with the Task Force to communicate our concern and rationale for voting to disapprove this 
amendment.  
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who renounced jurisdiction while accused in a disciplinary case rejoins the church, there is no 
period of limitations.  The Rules and Overtures Committee recommends disapproval. * (see prior 
footnote) 

3. The Bills and Overtures Committee presents Amendment 18-C:  Officers – On Amending
G-3.0104

This amendment would prohibit a congregation, session, presbytery, etc. and individuals acting 
on their behalf from publicly endorsing or opposing or encouraging or discouraging others to 
vote for or against an individual running for public office.   

The amendment rationale noted that there are calls for the repeal of the Johnson Amendment, 
which prohibits charitable institutions from endorsing political candidates.   

The Advisory Committee on the Constitution recommends disapproval, noting that the overture 
would reverse long-standing foundational principles of our denomination and that it is premature 
to address any potential statutory change, citing the PCUSA policy statement “God Alone is 
Lord of the Conscience.” The Advisory Committee for Social Witness Policy recommended 
approval with an amendment [not included in the ultimate amendment] that the prohibition 
would not apply in “cases of extreme danger to the common good, and even then, with cautions 
against extreme partisanship.”  

The Bills and Overtures Committee recommends disapproval.  While we share the concern 
expressed in the proposed amendment, we agree with the ACC—that it is a misguided and 
premature action taken in fear the Johnson Amendment might be revoked and is thus 
unnecessary. Further, we are concerned that the language proposed crosses boundaries of the 
“conscience clause” in the basic principles of our constitution, viz., that “God alone is Lord of 
the conscience.” 

4. The Bills and Overtures Committee presents 18-G: Disciplinary Offense – On Amending
-2.0203b

This amendment provides that “sexual abuse” as defined in D 10.0401c shall be considered 
contrary to the Scriptures or Constitution of the PCUSA and therefore an offense for purposes of 
the Rules of Discipline.   

This amendment is a reaction to a synod Permanent Judicial Commission decision that 
determined that violations of a council’s sexual misconduct policy were not under the 
jurisdiction of the Rules of Discipline unless they are explicitly identified as contrary to Scripture 
or the Constitution.  The Bills and Overtures Committee recommends approval. 

The ACC advised disapproval.  They stated that all councils and judicial commissions are 
admonished to consider sexual misconduct as contrary to the Scriptures and the Constitution of 
the PCUSA.  The Constitution is not an enumeration of specific permitted or prohibited conduct. 
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The Advocacy Committee on Women’s Concerns recommended approval.  “It is essential that 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) take an unequivocal stand for justice by equating sexual 
misconduct to be an implicit violation of scriptural norms and constitutional vows.” 

From the Leadership Council 

1. The Leadership Council moves that the property and physical assets in Temple Hills, MD 
formerly known as Unity Church be offered to the Prince George’s Community Church 
(PGCC).  PGCC covenants to begin contributions that will equal 10% of their annual 
giving, up to $760,000, to the Resurrection Fund so that future Presbytery mission projects 
might be funded.   Contributions will begin no later than 18 months after PGCC receives 
the property.  The Treasurer and the Director of Congregational Development are 
authorized to execute on behalf of National Capital Presbytery the documents that will 
memorialize this covenant.

2. The Leadership Council moves that presbytery approve the relocation of Prince George’s 
Community Church from its current location in Bowie, MD, to the location of the former 
Unity Presbyterian Church in Temple Hills, MD.

Big Picture: This is a missional decision aimed at repurposing the building of Unity Presbyterian Church. 

A Few Background Bullets: 
 Unity Presbyterian Church dissolved at the end of 2018.  Knowing this decision was imminent the

Church Development Committee of the Presbytery at the end of 2017 initiated a study as to the
best missional use of that property, sale or repurpose.  The current motion reflects a conviction
of the Church Development Committee and the Leadership Council that a Presbyterian Church
(USA) witness in the Temple Hills community is a compelling missional opportunity.

 The building that was the meeting place of Unity Presbyterian Church is located at 4401 Brinkley
Road in Temple Hills Maryland.  This property is held in trust for the Presbyterian Church (USA)
and will continue to be held in trust for the Presbyterian Church (USA).  There is no transfer of
ownership, just new trustees.

 Crossland High School and Thurgood G. Marshall Middles School are both located within a half
mile of the property.  Both of these schools have expressed a desire for more community
partners.

 Surrounding the property is a stable residential neighborhood of owner occupied well-kept
single family homes valued in the $275,000 to $350,000 range.

 The Temple Hills community has an average age of 39 years old and an ethnic diversity of 83%
African American, 7% Hispanic/Latino, 6% White, 4% Asian/other.

 Prince George’s Community Church, a Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation, has been renting
space for worship at Charles Flowers High School in Springvale, MD.

 Prince George’s Community Church currently has approximately $1.1 million in a fund that can
be used to cover the necessary improvements, additions, expenses, and a new missional
initiative for the current Unity property.
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Key Factors Behind These Motions: 
 A “renewed” Presbyterian presence in the Temple Hills community is compelling.
 Prince George’s Community Church:

o Is contextual for the Temple Hills community
o Has the resources and the plan to improve and maintain the property for a new

missional beginning
o Is willing to implement a new mission plan, “a charge to keep…a God to Glorify”:

 Intentionally engaging the community throughout the week
 Adding a multipurpose room that will allow those outside playing basketball to

come inside and engage the people of Prince George’s Community Church
 Creating an afterschool presence
 Developing a vocational training center embracing the concept that skills are

just as valuable as a college degree for establishing independence.
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