
Dear Commissioners—Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Happy New Year! As we look to the January 22 meeting of National Capital Presbytery, I want to 
draw your attention to a couple of important aspects of the meeting.  

The theme of our meeting, and our worship is Christian Education and Spiritual Formation. The 
National Capital Presbytery Spiritual Formation Team will lead parts of the worship and will lead 
us in table discussions about the resource Cultivated Ministry:  Bearing Fruit through Theology, 
Accountability, Learning, and Storytelling. We will be blessed by the musical ministry of the 
National Presbyterian School chorus.  

We will be led in the ministry of the Word by two of our own. 

Rev. Becca Messman, Co-Pastor of Trinity Church, Herndon, VA, will be our preacher. 
Becca is a graduate of UVA and Princeton Seminary. She sensed her call to ordained 
ministry while serving as a Young Adult Volunteer in Guatemala.  

Rev. Casey FitzGerald serves as pastor of John Calvin Presbyterian Church in Annandale, 
VA. Casey is a graduate of Colgate University and Princeton Seminary; she has a Master 
Certification in Biblical Storytelling through the academy for Biblical Storytelling. She 
travels nationally telling biblical stories – helping connect the stories of God to the 
people of God.  

We will recognize and celebrate LaJuan Quander’s 35 years of faithful service to National 
Capital Presbytery at a pre-Presbytery meeting reception as well as during the meeting.  

The main business before us this month is the constitutional amendments proposed by the 
223rd General Assembly. We will become acquainted with and vote on several, but not all. You 
can download a PDF of the Proposed Amendments at: 
http://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/proposed_amendments_to_the_co
nstitution2018_121018.pdf. In your packet you will see the proposed amendments and the 
recommendations from the Bills and Overtures committee. If you have any questions about the 
amendments, you will be able to learn more during the Open Space time prior to the beginning 
of the meeting. This is only one of several Open Space options; more information can be found 
on the Presbytery website Open Space Topics page 
(https://www.thepresbytery.org/presbytery-meeting/open-space-topics).   

Finally, a word about food. We have arranged with our catering company to provide both sweet 
and savory appetizers prior to the beginning of the meeting at no cost to commissioners. While 
this will not constitute a full meal, it will provide something to supplement whatever 
arrangements you make for dinner (early, late or bring food with you; there are several eating 
establishments on Wisconsin Avenue in Tenleytown).  

I look forward to seeing you January 22! 

In Christ’s service and yours, 

Quinn Fox, Moderator 
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Registration for Meeting 

CALL TO THE STATED MEETING 
National Capital Presbytery January 22, 2019 @ 6:00pm 

National Presbyterian Church, Washington DC 
Open Space 4:00 – 5:15pm 

Dinner 5:00 – 6pm 
Stated Meeting Items: 

1) Worship Theme:  Spiritual Formation
2) Preacher:  Rev. Rebecca Messman
3) Biblical Storyteller:  Rev. Casey FitzGerald
4) Business Items:

Amendments to the Book of Order

Registration Instructions: 

1) Use link below to complete your meeting registration.

2) Member clergy:  to be excused, use registration link below

3) Questions, send email:  scoe@thepresbytery.org or jmoody@thepresbytery.org

Registration link: http://www.thepresbytery.org/presbytery-meeting 

*******Reminders****** 

 Please print and bring this packet with you. Paper copies will not be available at the meeting.

 A buffet, in Stone Hall, featuring sweet and savory treats will be open to all from 5:00 until
6:30 at no cost to commissioners. While this will not constitute a full meal, it will provide
something to supplement whatever arrangements you make for dinner (early, late or bring
food with you; there are several eating establishments on Wisconsin Avenue in Tenleytown).

2

mailto:scoe@thepresbytery.org
http://www.thepresbytery.org/presbytery-meeting


Directions to Meeting 

NATIONAL PC 
 4101 Nebraska Avenue 
 NW Washington, D. C. 20016 202/537-0800 

FROM THE BELTWAY FROM THE EAST:  Take I-495 to exit #33 south, Route #185 
south (Connecticut Avenue). Continue on Connecticut Avenue across the District line at Chevy 
Chase Circle to Nebraska Avenue. Turn right on Nebraska Avenue and go through Tenley Circle 
(at Wisconsin Avenue). Continue on Nebraska Avenue to next traffic light (Van Ness Street). 
Turn left on Van Ness Street to parking lot entrance on your right.  

FROM THE BELTWAY FROM THE WEST: Take I-495 to exit #39 east, Route #190 east 
(River Road). Continue on River Road to its end at Wisconsin Avenue. Turn right on Wisconsin 
Avenue to Tenley Circle. Turn right on Nebraska Avenue and go to next traffic light (Van Ness 
Street). Turn left on Van Ness Street to parking lot entrance on your right. 

FROM CHAIN BRIDGE: Cross Chain Bridge into D.C. Turn right on Canal Road at the end of 
Chain Bridge. Turn left on Arizona Avenue (this is the first left after the bridge). Continue on 
Arizona Avenue to its end at Loughboro Road. Turn right on Loughboro Road which becomes 
Nebraska Avenue Continue on Nebraska Avenue past American University, through Ward Circle 
to church entrance on your right just after entrance to NBC. Continue past the church to parking 
in the rear. 

FROM METRO: Take the Red Line to Tenleytown. Take the West exit onto Wisconsin 
Avenue Exit metro, turn right and walk south. At Tenley Circle turn right on Nebraska Avenue. 
Continue on Nebraska Avenue past Van Ness Street. Church is on your left in the block past Van 
Ness Street. 
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Stated Meeting of the National Capital Presbytery 

January 22, 2019 

The National Presbyterian Church, Washington DC 

6:00PM CALL TO ORDER WITH PRAYER             Rev. Dr. Quinn Fox, Moderator 

6:10PM CALL TO WORSHIP                     Sarah-Dianne Jones 

One: The sinners, the saints; the broken, the whole 
All: We all come seeking the One who offers grace and hope. 
One: The doubters, the devout; the wonderers, the wanderers 
All: We all seek to follow the One who works for justice and hope for all of God’s people. 
One: The hesitant, the heroic; the grandparents, the little children 
All: We all listen for the songs of joy that all creation sings to the One who gives life and 

peace. Let us worship God! 

ANTHEMS Cantate! Sing to the Lord --Becki Slagle Mayo 

God is Here With Me – Christopher Hogan   

 National Presbyterian School Children’s Chorus

CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Sam Atiemo 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Prayer of Confession (In Unison) 
Lord, you say, “I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts.” 

We say yes, yes, but we must be practical in a capitalist and political economy. 
Lord, you say, “They shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.” 

We say, children are the future of the church and deny that they are the church. 
Lord, you say, “In old age they still produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap.” 

We say, it is a shame that the elderly, the infirm, the injured, the inconvenient inevitably 
lose touch with their congregation. 

Lord, you say, “I tell you, something greater than the temple is here.” 
We say, this is the way we do things, the way we have always done things. 

Forgive us, Lord.  
Forgive us for leading with our heads and not our hearts. 
Forgive us for choosing the path of most convenience. 
Forgive us for living on autopilot. 

Break us open to your ever-flowing, ever-changing waters. 
Make us people changed and ever-changing, by the power of the Holy Spirit, and according 
to your Word. Amen 
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Silence.... 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Rev. John Molina -Moore 

One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: As far as the east is from the west, 
God has removed our transgressions from us, and remembers them no more. Friends, 
believe the good news of the gospel: 

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Megan Klose 

One:   

God calls us to be a praying people. Let us join in prayer. Gather with those seated near you and 
share prayers of joy or lament.  When you hear the first chime, we will enter a time of silent 
prayer.   At the ringing of the second chime, individuals are invited, from where you are seated, 
to lift a personal prayer.  At the ringing of the third chime, we will pray together the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

6:25PM OMNIBUS MOTION p. 9         Stated Clerk Sara Coe 

6:30PM TRANSITIONS Rev. Karen Chamis 

6:45PM Celebration of LaJuan Quander’s 35 years of service to NCP              Rev. Ann Herlin 

7:00PM Amendments to Book of Order/Motions pp. 13-34, 11-12        Rev. Quinn Fox 

7:20PM Administrative Commission for Riverdale PC/Motion p. 12             Elder Charles Barber 

   7:30PM Mission Video                     LaJuan Quander 

When We Are Living p. 7

Rev. LaKesha Bradshaw Easter 

 John 15:1-11 Rev. Casey FitzGerald 

The Graph and the Graft Rev. Rebecca Messman 

Cultivated Ministry Jen James 

HYMN # 822 

INTRODUCTIONS 

SCRIPTURE  

SERMON  

Table Discussion 

HYMN # 547        Go, My Children p. 8

9:00PM BENEDICTION and ADJOURNMENT          Rev. Rebecca Messman 
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Leading Meeting: 

• Moderator Rev. Dr. Quinn Fox, Bills and Overtures Committee Chair
• Vice Moderator, Elder Miriam Dewhurst
• Rev. Karen Chamis, Acting NCP Head of Staff and Director of Congregational

Development and Mission
• Elder Sara Coe, NCP Stated Clerk
• Elder Charles Barber, Leadership Council Chair
• Rev. Ann Herlin, Personnel Chair

Worship Leaders: 

• Sarah-Diane Jones, Director of Children & Youth Ministries, First Arlington, PC
• Rev. Sam Atiemo
• Rev. John Molina-Moore
• Rev. Megan Klose
• Rev. LaKesha Bradshaw Easter
• Rev. Rebecca Messman
• Rev. Casey FitzGerald
• Jen James, Member of the Spiritual Formation Team

Music Leaders: 

• National Presbyterian School Children’s Chorus, directed by Katie Shuford
• Billy Kluttz, evening worship leader, Immanuel PC
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OMNIBUS MOTION FOR THE JANUARY 23, 2019 PRESBYTERY MEETING 

From the Stated Clerk 

• The Stated Clerk moves the approval of the minutes of the November 22, 2018 
presbytery meeting.

• The Stated Clerk moves that presbytery receive the report of the following commission 
and dismiss the commission with thanks:

o The commission to install the Rev. Aaron Nagel as pastor of Little Falls 
Presbyterian Church which installation took place on October 28, 2018.

From the Leadership Council 

• The Leadership Council recommends and moves approval of Arlington Presbyterian
Church’s plans to move back to the site of their original property on Columbia Pike in
south Arlington.   The church will be leasing 3500 square feet of new ground floor space
at Gilliam Place from the Arlington Partnership for Affordable Housing, finished at
Arlington’s expense and according to their plan.

From the Nominating Committee 

The Nominating Committee moves and recommends to the presbytery the following to serve on 
the indicated commission or committee:  

• Leadership Council

o Brian Clark (TE, Riverside) Class of 9/1/2021

• Representation

o Mitchell Fulton (RE, Pilgrims) Class of 9/1/2021

From the Session Records Review Committee 

Based on reviews conducted on October 27 and November 17, 2018, the committee moves the 
approval of the following minutes and rolls and registers without exception: 

Brentsville Burke Bush Hill 
Calvary Catoctin Chevy Chase 
Christ Clarendon Covenant Arlington 
Covenant Woodbridge 
Fairfax 

First United, Dale City Georgetown 

Grace, Springfield Greenwich Heritage 
John Calvin Kirkwood Leesburg 
Little Falls Manassas Mount Vernon 
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New York Avenue Providence Trinity, Arlington 
United Christian Parish Western Westminster, Alexandria 
Vienna 

And the approval of the following minutes with exceptions noted and conveyed to the clerk of 
session:   

Arlington Bealeton First, Annandale 

And the approval of the Bealeton’s rolls and registers with exceptions noted and conveyed to the 
clerk of session. 

From the COM Coordinating Committee 

The COM Coordinating Committee moves and recommends that Faith Presbyterian Church be 
granted an exception to deacon term limits pursuant to Book of Order G-2.0404, in order that 
two deacons who have served two consecutive terms of three years each can serve another term.  
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ACTION ITEMS FOR THE JANUARY 2019 PRESBYTERY MEETING 

From the Bills & Overtures Committee 

1. The Bills and Overtures Committee presents Amendment 18-A:   Election of Ruling
Elders and Deacons—On Amending G-2.0401

This amendment clarifies the minimum size of a congregational nominating committee (3) and 
that the majority of the voting members of the committee must be members of the congregation 
not currently on session.  The Bills and Overtures Committee recommends approval. 

2. The Bills and Overtures Committee presents Amendment 18-D:  Membership of
Presbytery—On Amending G-3.0306

This amendment reintroduces to the Book of Order rules governing the work by a teaching elder 
outside the bounds of that teaching elder’s presbytery of membership.  The Bills and Overtures 
Committee recommends approval. 

3. The Bills and Overtures Committee presents Amendment 18-E:  Pastor, Counselor, and
Advisor to its Pastors and Congregations—On Amending G-3.0307

This amendment corrects an unintended consequence of an earlier amendment from the 222nd 
General Assembly to make clear that all Ministers of Word and Sacrament have access to the 
committee on ministry or its equivalent.  The Bills and Overtures Committee recommends 
approval. 

4. The Bills and Overtures Committee presents Amendment 18-F:  Welcoming to the
Table—On Amending W-4.0202

This amendment removes language from the Book of Order that might suggest something on the 
order of a “first communion” service is required for baptized children when they are first 
welcomed to the table.  The Bills and Overtures Committee recommends approval.   

5. The Bills and Overtures Committee presents Amendment 18 H-1:  Time Limit—On
Amending D-10.0401b

This amendment adds language that there is no time limit for charging a person who knew or 
reasonably should have known of the reasonable risk of sexual abuse of another and failed to 
take reasonable steps to minimize the risk.  The Bills and Overtures Committee recommends the 
presbytery take no action, with the following comment: While we are in favor of a high level of 
accountability, we find the proposed amendment to be poorly written; we agree with the 
recommendation that the Advisory Committee on the Constitution—ACC—made to the 
Assembly—that this issue is best addressed by the Task Force for the revision of the Book of 
Discipline. By recommending “no action” we withhold our positive vote, while not actually 
voting ‘against’ it. 

6. The Bills and Overtures Committee presents 18-H.2:  On Amending D-10.0401c(1).
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This amendment provides that sexual abuse includes any offense involving sexual conduct in 
relation to anyone without “capacity” to consent (replacing “mental capacity to consent”).  The 
Bills and Overtures Committee recommends approval. 

From the Leadership Council 

1. At the unanimous invitation of the Riverdale Presbyterian Church Session and the
recommendation of the Church Development Commission, the Leadership Council moves
that Presbytery designate an Administrative Commission for Riverdale Presbyterian Church,
members to be appointed by the Moderator, to:

a. Assume original jurisdiction of the session if the Administrative Commission sees the
wisdom of doing so.

b. Develop a strategic plan for the congregation, in consultation with the congregation, to
include development of a mission plan and possible relocation.

c. Report to the Presbytery any additional recommendations for action regarding Riverdale
Presbyterian Church.

d. Report quarterly the progress and decisions of the Administrative Commission to the
Stated Clerk of the Presbytery.
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