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to the commissioners at the June presbytery meeting for adapting to the changes in registration
and advance issuance of the meeting bulletin. The new process of registering online and bringing the
confirmation form went extremely well, and the majority of attendees also brought their copy of the
bulletin that had been posted in advance. We hope that from the commissioners’ standpoint, the new
drop and go process went very smoothly and you are pleased with the change.

Treasurers, please note the following pieces of information:

e The IRS reimbursement rate for business-related mileage increased on July 1 to .555 (fifty-five and
a half) cents per mile. Most pastors in our presbytery are on this reimbursement plan. This new
rate applies to miles driven on or after July 1.

e Committee on Ministry has announced that the recommended 2012 COLA (Cost of Living
Adjustment) for pastors in existing calls is 2.4%. On an effective salary of $70,000, the COLA
would thus be $1,680.

e The Board of Pensions has just announced that effective January 1, 2012, the dues percentage
attributable to medical costs will increase by .75 (three-quarters of one percent). Unless there are
other changes, this means that your pastor’s effective salary now gets multiplied by 32.25%
instead of 31.5% in order to cover pension/medical/death and disability.

is in need of a few Red Hymnals. Please contact Lucy Hartman directly,
703.335.2201, if you have hymnals available.

e There are a few spots left for Summer Camp 2011 — call to register
e Platform Tents are back! Enjoy a rustic experience with friends and family this summer.
e Pool Parties and Cook-Outs are a great way to spend a summer afternoon

Barring unforeseen circumstances, copies of the Book of Order 2011-2013 (including the newly adopted Form of
Government) should be delivered to PCUSA warehouse during the first half of July.

Orders can be placed now via http://store.pcusa.org or (800) 524-2612 and asking for item #OGA-11-001. Orders placed
now will be the first to be fulfilled once the books are in stock.

The price is $10 for 1-9 copies, with a 10% discount for 10-24 copies, 15% discount for 25-49 copies, and a 20% discount
for 50+ copies.



July, 2011 - CLERK’S CORNER

On July 10, the new Form of Government (we won’t be calling it “nFOG” anymore!) comes into
effect and the previous Form of Government is replaced by it. Elsewhere in this edition of
Thursday Mail you’ll see notice of an upcoming webinar which will explain the changes in great
detail. | commend that to you. You will also see ordering information for the new Book of Order
2011/2013—keep in mind that by vote of the presbyteries the other two parts of the Book of
Order—Directory for Worship and Rules of Discipline-- have also been amended in important
ways. So it is important to be operating with the new Book of Order.

If you still have a copy of nFOG which we were distributing during presbytery’s consideration of
overtures, please discard it—it has already been amended in about a dozen ways, and really
won’t be helpful to your Session at all.

If you’ve been following the conversation throughout the church about nFOG, you will
understand that by design it is shorter, less regulatory, more flexible and more permission-
giving. One obvious place to see this is in the description of the Session—what it is and does.
Previously it took nine pages to lay all this out—in the new Form of Government it takes just
under three (G-3.0201-G-3.0205). Equally importantly, the work of Session—now called a
“Council” of the church—is now organized under three macro-tasks which all Council share—
provide that the word of God may be truly preached and heard; provide that the Sacraments
may be rightly administered and received, and, nurture the covenant community of the disciples
of Christ.

The goal of all of Session’s work? To enable the congregation to be and to become a community
of faith, hope, love, and witness to God’s activity in the world. As your Session works into the
new Form of Government—establishing a quorum for its meetings, writing a Manual of
Administrative Operations if you don’t have one, deciding what to do with your Inactive
Members roll since the new Form of Government doesn’t recognize that category—keep that
goal in mind. This has been labeled “the polity for a missional church”. Hard and thoughtful and
prayerful work by all of us together will make that a reality.

Dick McFail, Stated Clerk
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MEMORANDUM

July 1, 2011

TO: Visitors to National Capital Presbytery Offices
From: Richard Lowery, Managing Director
Subject: New Parking System

Recent changes have taken place with the installation of a new automated parking
system at One Central Plaza, office of National Capital Presbytery. Visitors
parking in the garage will experience the most change which necessitates this
memorandum.

Visitors who elect to park in the garage have two options to pay after receiving an
entry ticket. Visitors may now pay either in the lobby at the Pay-On-Foot machine
or at the exit gate pay station. The lobby Pay-On-Foot machine accepts cash, Visa,
MasterCard, Discover and American Express. It does not accept traditional ATM
cards requiring PIN entry. Payment at the exit gate will require the use of a credit
card only. No cash or traditional ATM cards are accepted.

Parking attendants are no longer available to assist visitors who choose to park in
the garage. Therefore, it is imperative that visitors understand the pay options as a
result of this new automated parking system when visiting the NCP office.

Parking rates are as follows:
- First 15 minutes — Free
- 16 minutes to 1 Hour - $3.00
- 2 Hours - $5.00
- 3 Hours - $7.00
- Daily Maximum - $8.00

Richard L. Lowery
Managing Director



News from Meadowkirk Conference and Retreat Center
From Your Director of Operations, Shannon Pitre

Many of you have heard by now that Meadowkirk Conference and Retreat Center has severe finan-
cial problems. The debt is large and the numbers can seem insurmountable. These challenges cannot be
denied and should not be discounted. It is important to keep in mind however, that God is a God of all pow-
er, and that it took the Israelites 40 years of wandering in the wilderness before they reached the Promised
Land!

When we think of retreat centers that have reached that “Promised Land,” meaning they are suc-
cessful, profitable, and nationally-known, many of us think of Ghost Ranch in New Mexico, and Montreat in
North Carolina. Did you know that both of those retreat centers suffered severe financial challenges when
they were first getting started? There were numerous times when bankruptcy and complete failure loomed
near. Montreat was nearly completely destroyed by a flood that leveled several buildings and nullified years
of labor and investment. Even today, those two fine institutions face financial challenges, and yet, they
host retreats and conferences that are filled to capacity and are nationally recognized for their high quality
leadership and programming.

We want you to know that the Meadowkirk staff, task force, and board of directors is committed to
this wonderful facility during its time of wandering in the wilderness. God is doing miraculous things with the
only retreat center that is owned by the National Capital Presbytery.

Did you know that Meadowkirk Retreat Center...

-Is running at full capacity with a small trained and dedicated staff, including Director of Sales,
Laura Hunt, who is working tirelessly to introduce Meadowkirk to churches,
businesses and non-profits in all of Loudoun County?

-Just hired a new program director, Susan Querry Graceson, who can design a workshop or
special event specifically tailored to the needs of your congregation or group?

-Is booked with retreats, conferences and camps year round?

-Is the only modern retreat facility of its kind in the Washington Metropolitan area?

-Is quickly becoming a sought-after venue for weddings and other formal celebrations?

-Is only a 30-minute drive from Dulles International Airport, making it a prime location for
visitors from around the nation and the world?

-Has been and is being booked to capacity by large churches that use every bed available
and hold workshops, worship services, and recreational activities all over the facility?

-Is supported and utilized by the Northern Virginia Astronomy Club (www.NOVAC.com)?

-Is in the heart of Virginia wine country and has already hosted successful wine-tasting events?

-Is in Middleburg, a small but prosperous town that draws visitors from around the globe for its
fine equestrian and dressage events?

-Offers visitors to Middleburg high quality options for lodging in a town that has very few inns,
and no hotels or motels?

Offers a high ropes challenge course that is built over a 45-foot valley?

While expected by many to be an “improved” Glenkirk, the concept that became Meadowkirk actual-
ly evolved in reflection of the resources surrounding it. We continue to live into the rich landscape and cul-
ture which surrounds us. We hope you will draw on the blessings which are here, and avail yourself and
your church to this resource which is with us here and now.



Coming Tuesday, August 2, 2011

New Form of Government:
What’s Next?

a.k.a. nFOG for Dummies

A Presbyterian Outlook
Live 90-Minute Webinar

Featuring

Dan Williams

A Practical How-to Webinar addressing:

* The most significant changes the
new Form of Government brings to
your congregation’s life

* The top 10 things to do in the next
3 months to implement nFOG

* The top 10 things to do over the
next year

Tuesday, August 2, 2011
2:00 p.m.EDT-11:00a.m. PDT

Just $29.95 will help you sort through all the changes brought about by the adoption of
the new Form of Government section of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)'s Book of
Order.

This live Webinar will help you...
« sort between rumors and facts about the nFOG
o address the legal and polity requirements that have changed
e put into action the purposes of the nFOG: to encourage more missional ministry in
your local church and to simplify much of the former red tape of management

About Dan Williams:

o Pastor of Second Presbyterian Church, Staunton, where he has served since 1995.
e Served as Stated Clerk for the Presbytery of Huntingdon, in W. Va.
¢ Served as co-moderator of the nFOG committee

Click here to reqister!!! : http://www.pres-
outlook.com/component/content/article/51-special-
offers/11520-webinar-new-fog-whats-next.html

...Call or email us for discounted group rates




***|f this day and time doesn’t fit your schedule, register to receive an email link for
you to view the Webinar at a later time of your convenience.

Questions? Contact George Whipple at 800-446-6008 x 756 or gwhipple@pres-outlook.org

Tuesday, August 2 at 2:00 p.m. EDT, 11:00 a.m. PDT




Presbyteri
d‘fc?ery ﬁﬁl‘: Older Adult Ministries Certification

Ministries

Rev. Dr. Marvin Simmers, Instructor

October 10-11, 2011

La Quinta Inns & Suites
NETW ORK 303 Blum

San Antonio, Texas

Fall, 2011 Course Offering:
Reformed Theological Answers to Questions of Middle/Older Adults
offered in conjunction with the Annual Conference of POAMN (Presbyterian Older Adult
Ministries Network), October 11-14, in San Antonio, TX.

Course Description

Through study of scripture, Reformed creeds, and theological reflection, we will explore
Reformed theological topics, with a particular focus on how these relate to middle-and older-adulthood:
heaven; resurrection; realm of God’s rule; guilt and forgiveness; bereavement; the nature of body/soul;
cremation vs. burial or donation of body to science; organ donation; medical ethics related to end-of-life
issues; aging as God’s plan for human life; and the church as a caring and supporting community.

Course Objectives

By the end of the course, participants will:
1. Have completed assigned readings prior to the on-campus class sessions;
2. Be able to articulate Reformed views/positions on the theological topics listed in the course
description, particularly as these relate to middle-and-older adulthood;
3. Have prepared a six-hour adult education course, including complete lesson plans, on “This | Believe:
Reformed Faith Affirmations for the Later Years.”

OAM Certification includes four core courses, one elective study, and a final project:
e Spiritual Formation for Older Adult Ministry
e Teaching for Transformation with Older Adults
e Reformed Theological Answers to Questions of Middle/Older Adults
e Physical and Mental Changes in Aging
Courses may be taken in any order as they are offered.

Course fee: $200, payable to POAMN (Presbyterian Older Adult Ministries Network), c/o Ginny Nyhuis,
P.0O. Box 700311, Oostburg, WI 53070, or visit www.poamn.org for an on-line option. For further
information about Older Adult Ministries Certification, contact Jan McGilliard, Certification Coordinator,
at 540-953-1366 or by e-mail: janmcgilli@gmail.com.
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V. MREFORMED
Yam INSTITUTE of
METROPOLITAN
WASHINGTON

Young Luther

Reformed Institute
Confirmation Retreat

A retreat for teens who are preparing for profession
of faith and their leaders

nstitute Confirmation

March 9-11, 2012
at Bishop Claggett Retreat Center
The cost will be $160 per participant

/ ‘

At this retreat the young people will experience the benefits of a con-
nectional church, learn about the history of our church, and discover
concrete ways we can carry on this revolutionary legacy today. More
information will follow, or if you have questions, contact Mary Hill at
703-518-5125 or mhill@reformedinstitute.org



http://www.reformedinstitute.org/index.html

TTY/Relay: 711 (in Maryland) or 1.800.735.2258
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What is the Emergency Mortgage
Assistance Program?

The Emergency Mortgage Assistance program is
administered by the Maryland Department of Housing
and Community Development. The U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development recently awarded $39
million to the DHCD to help Maryland homeowners
who are facing foreclosure due to an involuntary loss of
employment or a reduction in wages or hours due to

economic adversity or a medical condition.

Who May Be Eligible?

Homeowner(s) who at the time of EMA loan application:

* Are experiencing an involuntary loss of
employment income because of the economy or
a medical condition. Homeowner(s) must have a
current income that is at least 15% less than it was

prior to the loss of employment.

¢ Are more than three months behind on their
mortgage payments and pending foreclosure.
It must be the first mortgage on the principal
residence of the homeowner.

* Have a total household income equal to, or less
than, 120% of the Area Median Income, including
wages, unemployment, and other income. (See

chart on reverse side.)

* Have a reasonable likelihood (based on industry
underwriting standards) of being able to resume
mortgage payments within two years, when full

employment has been regained.

How Does the Program Worlk?

If the homeowner meets the initial pre-application
requirements, the next step is to compile documentation
for the application. Homeowners will receive assistance
in this process through specially trained housing
counseling agencies or via certain foreclosure prevention

events. When the application is complete, it will be

submitted to the DHCD, which will review applications
and make final loan determinations. If approved for an
EMA loan, the borrower(s) monthly contribution to the
mortgage payment would be 31% of their gross monthly
income or $25.00, whichever is greater.

How Long Does EMA Provide Assistance?

The homeowner may be able to receive emergency
mortgage assistance for up to |2 months of arrears

and up to 24 months going forward, with a maximum
combined total of $50,000. The assistance will terminate
when approved funds are expended or loan conditions
are not met. If the homeowner defaults on their
portion of the loan payment or fails to report changes in

income, the assistance will terminate immediately.

What are the Terms of Repayment?

The Note is in the form of a zero interest loan with no
payments for five years. The borrower(s) must keep the
property as their principal residence and stay current
and timely with their mortgage payments during that
period. If these conditions are met, the balance due shall
decline by 20% annually until the Note is forgiven after
five years. If the borrower defaults on payments or does
not comply with conditions, they become responsible
for repayment of all loan amounts paid on their behalf.

Tax Implications?

The IRS has provided guidelines relating to the impact
of these loans on borrowers at:

www.irs.gov/publirs-drop/n-1 1-14.pdf.

Borrowers should address any tax questions to the IRS

or their tax preparer.

YES | NO

Are you three or more months behind on your mortgage payments?

Are you unable to make full mortgage payments, but are NOT in bankrupcty?

Have you received a notice or indication from your lender/servicer that your home is in
danger of foreclosure?

Is your delinquency due to involuntary:
* Unemployment; OR
* Underemployment (reduction in wages or hours); OR

¢ Lost income due to a medical condition?

Has your income dropped by 15% or more?

Is the delinquent mortgage the first mortgage on your home?

Is the delinquent mortgage on your principal residence?

Is the property a single-family residence (1-4 unit structure or condominium unit)?

Is your current total household income less than or equal to the 120% Area Median Income for
your area?

(See HUD chart on the reverse side - look for the row with your city or county, then go across to the
column that has the size of your household: your household income must be less than that amount)

If you answered “NO” to any question, you should explore other loss mitigation avenues.

If you answered “YES” to all of the above questions, you may be eligible for assistance from the Emergency Mortgage
Assistance program. See our website at http://www.mdhope.org/EMA aspx for additional information. If you click on
the “EVENTS” tab at the top of that page, you can see events which offer EMA assistance highlighted in red. There is
also a link to a Complete Emergency Mortgage Assistance Application; this can be submitted at an EMA DIRECT event
or through a Prime Counselor. Prime Counseling Agencies are listed on the back of this brochure.

All applicants should participate in financial counseling with an approved agency. Please see the full list of HOPE
Housing Counseling Agencies on the website or pick one up at an EMA event. There is no charge for this counseling.

For more information, contact the HOPE Hotline:

1.877.462.7555
www.mdhope.org



